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Abstract: The future of manufacturing lies within the new forms of manufacturing strategies based on global networks of self-organizing, autonomous units. These units may be part of one company (legal entity), located globally, or could be part of several companies, all co-operating to address the customers’ requirements. Whether it is one company or a network of several companies (a supply chain or a virtual enterprise) the demands on the manufacturing systems are very different from those in use today. The most important requirement for the New Generation Manufacturing Systems is “the capability to promptly cope with changes”.
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