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SERVICIILE DE INTERES GENERAL ÎN UNIUNEA EUROPEANĂ
GENERAL INTEREST SERVICES IN THE EUROPEAN UNION
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Abstract: For the general interest services, the problem of defining and developing of a common frame represents a difficult objective. The conceptual differences existing in the area of general interest services into the European Union’s countries generate difficulties in establishing some common objectives, projected to aim both the fulfilling of the common interest needs and the competition on the single market. Still, a reform in the general interest services area is necessary, because, in the present, the European Union has to answer the following challenges:

- the social and economic evolutions of our days request a dynamic economic Europe, opened to changes, a competitive Europe, free from any administrative burden, but, in the same time, a Europe based on solidarity;

- the difference in the development of different regions represents a factor that badly affects the economic growth and the labor force; supporting the general interest services in order to be offered at a high quality level and reasonable costs could contribute to their reduction and counter fighting.

        The conflict between the objective of fulfilling the general interest needs and the one of functioning of the domestic services market on a competitive basis should be solved based on the necessity of developing of a common legal frame which could support the requests of protecting the consumers’ interests.

        The reform in the general interest services area generates important changes into their financing mechanisms. So, the importance of the subsidies received from the central or local budget is diminishing, in favor of some other financing ways: using of the European Union’s funds, public-private partnership, co financing. It also remains an open opportunity for solidarity based, financially speaking, on some various forms: solidarity between territories, socio-economic categories, economic agents or generations.  
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